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Author  
 

Dr Keith Rix  
• Consultant Forensic Psychiatrist, Cygnet Hospital and the Grange Consulting Rooms, Bradford  
• Part-time lecturer in the Department of Law, De Montfort University, Leicester. 
• 30 years experience as an expert witness 

 
About the book 
 

• A practical handbook on everything a medical professional needs to know in order to write a  
medico-legal report.   

 

• Shows how knowledge and experience of psychiatry can be harnessed to answer the legal questions 
necessary for the administration of justice and the resolution of disputes. 

 

• Covers the training, skills and knowledge that are necessary to prepare expert psychiatric evidence for 
courts and other legal situations. 

 

• Chapters suitable for all medical experts include: the role and responsibilities an expert witness; the 
medico-legal consultation; the structure and form of the generic report; going to court; and maintaining 
expertise.  

 

• Includes a special focus on reports for criminal proceedings, in personal injury cases, for family cases 
and those involving capacity, plus reports for tribunals, inquests, and for jurisdictions in the British Isles 
outside England and Wales.   

 

• Appendices include useful sample letters and forms that can be adapted by those starting out in expert 
witness work. 

 
Readership 
 

All doctors, especially psychiatrists and psychologists, who do medicolegal work and psychiatric trainees 
aspiring to do so.  It will also be useful for lawyers who instruct psychiatrists. 
 
Related titles 
 

This may sell well alongside our earlier 2011 title, A Clinician's Brief Guide to the Mental Health Act,  
ISBN 978 1 908020 02 4.  
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